This book, which constitutes Vol. XII of the publishers' Medicine Monographs, gives an admirable review of the immunological aspects of syphilis in the light of the most recent advances of our knowledge of the subject, whilst its conclusions are derived chiefly from the experimental work of the greatest authorities and research workers of the present day.
The author has dealt with his subject in so clear and so unambiguous a style that both general practitioners and syphilologists alike will find the book of very great value. Such questions as the co-existence of infection and immunity are dealt with, not as academic subjects, but as matters of practical importance.
Interesting subjects dealt with are the doubtful position with regard to the cure of patients treated at a late stage of the disease; cases of undoubted re-infection in patients in whom treatment was begun early in the course of the disease; inoculation and re-inoculation experiments directed to ascertaining the degree of immunity after a first exposure to the disease; and the opinion, quoted from Neisser 'that there is no such thing as true lasting immunity in syphilis, that is to say, an acquired immunity which persists in the absence of infection.' These, and many other matters discussed, are well worth the attention of both general practitioners and specialists.
We cordially welcome Dr. Chesney's handbook as a most interesting, ably written, and instructive contribution to a difficult subject.
